US005860862A

United States Patent [ (1] Patent Number: 5,860,862
Junkin 451 Date of Patent: Jan. 19, 1999

[54] INTERACTIVE SYSTEM ALLOWING REAL Attorney, Agent, or Firm—McDermott, Will & Emery

TIME PARTICIPATION
[57] ABSTRACT
[75] laventor: - William W. Junkin, Dana Point, Calif. An interactive apparatus and method allows the participants
[73] Assignee: William W. Junkin Trust, Irvine, Calif. to compete in an interactive game based on an event which
is occurring in real time. A ticker tape or some other visual
[21] Appl. No.: 583,408 display or audio broadcast or the like is shown or broadcast
on a device of an interactive apparatus with real time score
[22] Filed: Jan. 5, 1996 values indicative of the players’ performance in the event.
[S1] Tt CL® oo A63F 9/00 :Jsmg the interactive apparatus, the participants sclect and
rade members on the team using a menu displayed or
[52] U.‘S‘ Clo - 463/40; 463/1; 463/9 broadcast on the interactive device. The menu provides
[58] Field of Search ..........ccccoecnueee. 463/1, 9, 40, 41, relevant information regarding the performance of the par-
463/42 ticipant’s team, and allows the participant to select and trade
. members on the participant’s team with members listed in a
[56] References Cited contest roster database while the event is occurring in real
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS time. By allowing the participant to interact in real time, the
intellectual challenge and emotional enjoyment of the inter-
5,013,038 5/1991 Luxenberg et al. ... ... 463/40 active game are greatly enhanced.
5,114,155  5/1992 Tillery et al. .ooeveviivinniiiinnns 463/42

Primary Examiner—Jessica Harrison

30 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets

[2

/ 26 22 N\

| / / |

| [ TEAMROSTER | CONTESTROSTER .

: DATABASE DATABASE !

|

' |

I I

l 20l CENTRAL STORAGE | . !

{ COMPUTER [* | DEVIcE T °°.

N A ’_________,}

\\ ',
————————— \. : A : ST - -ST-T-cT0T== == = ~\
P K 60 \I
i |
INTERACTIVE  \ COMMUNICATION | STATISTICALY”  STATISTICAL
DEVICE(S) [* ||  NETWORK ~ ! [“ "] computer [ INPUT
, , l DATA !
/ +— ! ! |
40 ' / I

PP . | |
W/ l STORAGE | ., |
; DEVICE !
\ /

N



