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tween 25 and 300 dmm at 77° F. A further embodiment
of the improved process comprises venting a mixture of
hydrocarbon gases and moisture vaporized from the
hot composition mixture at the output end of the appa-
ratus, condensing the moisture and removing it and
returning the hydrocarbon gases to a combustion
chamber for providing heat to the apparatus tubes. Still
another improvement comprises an apparatus modifi-
cation wherein a plurality of relatively short pipes are
disposed in the forward ends of the heating tubes
through a front plate displaced from the forward end
wall of the drum with the open pipe ends exposed to the
combustion chamber for providing heat to the interior
of the heating tubes.
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