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PIPELINE PIG TRACKING

The present invention relates to the tracking of a
pipeline pig during its movement through a pipeline.

According to one aspect of the present invention
there is provided a method for tracking a pipeline pig
during its movement through a pipeline, the method
comprising detecting energy emission resulting from
impact of the moving pig with at least two previously
identified features which are located within the pipeline
at known spaced intervals.

According to another aspect of the present invention
there is provided apparatus for tracking a pipeline pig
during its movement through a pipeline, the apparatus
comprising means for detecting energy emission result-
ing from impact of the moving pig with at least two
previously identified features which are located within
the pipeline at known spaced intervals.

The invention is directed to the tracking of multi-
cupped pipeline pigs of the type which are propelled
along the pipeline by the fluid flowing through the
pipeline. These types of pigs are used extensively in the
gas industry following pipeline construction and during
on line pigging operations. The cups fitted to these pigs
make contact with the internal surface of the pipeline
and as the pig is propelled along the pipeline they im-
pact with existing internal pipeline features such as weld
beads, valves, bends etc. These impacts generate vibra-
tional impulses which travel along the gas stream and
the wall of the pipeline for detection at a tracking post.
Providing that the location of such features is accu-
rately known, it is possible to monitor the movement of
the pig and track its passage along the pipeline by de-
tecting and recording the time of occurrence of the
impacts sequentially as energy impulses.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

An embodiment of the invention will now be particu-
larly described with reference to the drawing which
illustrates schematically suitable equipment for tracking
a pipeline pig during movement through a pipeline.

The equipment comprises a sensor in the form of a
geophone 1 which in use is magnetically or otherwise
suitably coupled externally to the wall or associated
equipment of a steel, gas or oil pipeline 2 in which the
pig (not shown) is moving. The geophone 1 is electri-
cally connected by means of an extension cable 3 to an
amplifier/filter unit 4 (shown enclosed in dotted line).

The geophone 1 produces an electrical output pro-
portional to the vibration produced by impact(s) of the
moving pig with internal pipeline features. This signal is
amplified by a pre-amplifier 5 forming part of the unit 4.
The amplifier gain can be selected within a range. The
amplified signal can be fed directly to a frequency filter
unit 6 where unwanted frequency components in the
signal are attenuated to enhance the peak value of the
impact signal. '

The filtered signal can then be fed to a visual display
device such as a chart recorder 7.

Alternatively, instead of being filtered, the preampli-
fied signal can be fed directly to the chart recorder 7. A
switch 8 enables the appropriate mode to be selected.

The unfiltered pre-amplified signal can also be fed to
an audio-amplifier 9 also forming part of the unit 4
where the signal is amplified to an adjustable power
level which is readily audible depending on frequency.
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Alternatively the filtered. preamplified signal can be
fed directly to the audio-amplifier 9. A switch 10 ena-
bles the appropriate mode to be selected.

On leaving the audio-amplifier 9 the amplified signal
is fed to.an audio-output device 11 in the form of a
loudspeaker or headphones. The signal can also be di-
rectly tape-recorded.

Various preset centre frequencies can be selected on
the filter unit 6 and this facility allows the system to be
tuned to the various differing peak frequencies which
vary with pipe diameter, wall thickness, fluid properties
and other factors.

The filter unit 6 allows one of 24 preset centre fre-
quencies (constant percentage band width) to be se-
lected between 8 Hz and 1560 Hz allowing selection of
a centre frequency which will optimise the pig signal to
unwanted noise ratio.

The applicants have found that the peak signal re-
ceived by the geophone is mainly dependent upon the
natural frequency of oscillation of the pipeline structure
to which the geophone is connected. The pipeline struc-
ture and the geophone are excited by broad-band back- -
ground noise, ground-borne and air-borne, as well as by
the pig-impact generated signal. Since the basic signal
from the geophone is amplified, the filter unit provides
a means for minimising the intrusion of unwanted back-
ground signals. The applicants have been able to formu-
late guidelines for frequency ranges of detection for
some internal diameters of steel gas-conveying pipe-
lines, namely 36" diameter pipeline—10 to 150 Hz,
24"—10 to 200 Hz and 12""—50 to 850 Hz. It must,
however, be emphasised that these ranges are merely
provided as a rough and ready guide and are by no
means definitive.

The chart recorder 7 is a commercially available
device compatible with the amplifier/filter unit 4 and
having suitable writing and chart paper speeds for
tracking. The recorder 7 inter alia indicates visually the
time of occurrence of the impacts after allowing for any
delay between the actual time of the impact and its
reception. The delay time is determined by two factors,
namely, the speed of sound in the fluid in the pipeline
and the range of detection. For example, if the speed of
sound in the fluid is 440 m/sec then the travel (delay)
time for the signal per kilometer range is 1000 se-
conds=2.272 seconds. Allowance for this effect can be
built into the calculation for the estimate of position.

The signal, filtered or unfiltered, can be further
analysed and processed by additional electronic circuit
devices (not shown) to produce direct readout of vari-
ables eg. signal count, pig velocity etc. The signal from
an output line 12 can also be digitised and conditioned
for interfacing with computer devices.

If the arrival time at existing pipeline features is re-
corded and the distance between such features is known
the pig average velocity and/or average acceleration
can be computed between any selected sequential fea-
tures as well as the location of the pig during its motion.
Estimated times of arrival to downstream features can
be predicted from these velocities.

The combination of an audible output and visual
output enables the pipeline features with which the pig
makes impact to be accurately identified. For example,
we have found that where a bend, of say 22° or 45°, is
negotiated by the pig, the signal in both the audio and
visual outputs is substantially different to that received
from single girth welds between pipe lengths. This
means that known pipework configurations at special



