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[57] ABSTRACT

A device is disclosed comprised of a wall surrounding
and forming a ‘compartment for containing a useful
composition of matter and having a passageway for
dispensing the compostion. The wall is comprised in at
least a part of a material permeable to an external
fluid. The composition is soluble in the fluid and ex-
hibits an osmotic pressure gradient against the fluid or
the composition. has limited solubility and is admixed
with an osmotically effective compound soluble in the
fluid that exhibits-an osmotic pressure gradient against
the fluid. In operation composition is dispensed from
the device by fluid permeating into the compartment
producing a solution of the soluble composition or a
solution of the osmotically effective compound con-
taining the composition, which solution in either oper-
ation is released through the passageway to the exte-
rior of the device at a rate controlled by the permea-
bility of the wall and the osmotic pressure gradient
across the wall of the device.
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