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[57] ABSTRACT

A vascular stent includes a continuous wire which is
formed into a substantially tubular body having a plu-
rality of oblong, open cells which are staggered around
the circumference of the tube. When the body is formed
in its unexpanded state, the long sides of each oblong
cell are arranged substantially parallel to the longitudi-
nal axis of the tubular body. Adjoining cells may then be
bonded together at a point between adjacent parallel
sides on a cell. When the body is expanded, the adjacent

.sides of each cell extend oblique to the longitudinal axis

of the body.
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