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moisture content is also reduced or increased to be-
tween substantially 15 and 60% wet basis. Puffing gas
usage may be minimized by overpressuring with an
inert gas such as nitrogen. The apparatus includes a
variable volume pressure chamber that also allows
usage of puffing gas to be minimized. More specifically,
the volume of the chamber is maintained relatively
small during charging with puffing gas. Conversely,
when releasing the gas and puffing the material, the
volume of the chamber is increased to allow room for
the material to expand.
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