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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for printing includes the use of a protective guide
system that protects a print head nozzle plate from physical
contact with objects such as a curled print medium. The print
head nozzle plate includes a nozzle array including a plurality
of' nozzles arranged in a plurality of subarrays. The plurality
of subarrays are spaced from each other by a plurality of
intranozzle areas devoid of nozzles. The protective guide
system includes a frame and a plurality of cross members
aligned with the intranozzle areas between the subarrays. The
protective guide system thus protects the print head nozzle
plate without obstructing the ink during printing.

13 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets

BN |

|56




