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(57) ABSTRACT

A bypass feeder, which is included in an image forming
apparatus, includes an opening/closing unit opening and clos-
ing with respect to an apparatus body between a unit closed
state and a unit open state, a bypass tray opening and closing
with respect to the opening/closing unit between a tray closed
state and a tray open state, a linkage including a flexible-
member fixing member and connecting the opening/closing
unit to the apparatus body, and a flexible member having one
end fixed to the fixing member and the other end fixed to the
bypass tray. When the opening/closing unit is changed to the
unit open state while the bypass tray is rotated away from the
opening/closing unit to the tray open state, the fixing member
of'the linkage shifts by pulling the flexible member to hold the
bypass tray at a substantially horizontal line with respect to a
sheet loading surface.

16 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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