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[57] ABSTRACT

Natural protein hydrogel structures formed from natu-
ral proteins having melecular weights not exceeding
100,000 by dissolving the protein in an aqueous acidic
solution, crosslinking the protein, and air drying to a
moisture conteat not exceeding 10 percent. The air
dried structure may or may not be bleached with an
aqueous solution of an oxidizing agent and thoroughly
washed with water. The washed structure is dehy-
drated by treatment with a water-miscible organic sol-
vent, ‘washed with water, and redried to a moisture
content of not more than 10 percent. The structures
may be in the form of soft contact lenses, films, fibers,
and prosthetics.
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