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ABSTRACT: A plurality of refracting plates, which are
generally perpendicular to an optic axis along which they are
in tandem, have quintic or higher order surfaces that are rela-
tively movable laterally in such a way as to be substantially
equivalent in their different selected positions to a plurality of
lens elements having different selected dioptric powers and
different selected aspheric powers. This plurality of different
refracting plates can perform a zoom function by itself or as
part of a system having other lens elements. This zoom func-
tion relates to change of focal length and to change of Seidel
corrections, particularly spherical aberration.




