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[57] ABSTRACT

This disclosure relates to a derivative of L-ascorbic acid
which is stable, easily incorporated into cosmetically accept-
able vehicles and enzymatically bioreversible in the skin to
free ascorbic acid and a safe alkanol component. The
L-ascorbic acid derivative includes cholesterol. The
L-ascorbic acid derivative is a compound selected from the
group consisting of 3'-(L-ascorbyl-2-o-phosphoryl)-
cholesterol, isomers thereof and salts thereof.
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