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[57] ABSTRACT

A method and kit for determining the presence of a
polyvalent ligand in an aqueous fluid. The method in-
volves incubating the fluid with an immobilized anti-
body to the ligand to form an immobilized ligand-anti-
body complex, then incubating the immobilized ligand-
antibody complex with a solution of a soluble complex
of a second antibody (to the ligand) and a labeled bind-
ing protein, such as protein A. The labeled binding
protein is specifically bound to the Fc portion of the
second antibody. The unbound second antibody and
labeled binding protein are washed from the immobi-
lized complex, and the presence of bound labeled bind-
ing protein is determined as a measure of the concentra-
tion of the ligand in the aqueous fluid.
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