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(57) ABSTRACT

An applicator for a self-expanding intravaginal device has a
barrel and a plunger that can substantially contain the self-
expanding intravaginal device without significant insertion
barrel distortion while maintaining comfortable applicator
insertion. The barrel has an insertion end, an opposed gripper
end, and a central portion therebetween, and it is arranged and
configured to substantially contain the self-expanding intra-
vaginal device. The plunger is in telescoping relation with the
barrel, and it is arranged and configured to expel the self-
expanding intravaginal device out of the insertion end of the
barrel when the plunger is pushed into the gripper end of the
barrel. A plurality of flexible petals substantially closes the
insertion end of the barrel, and the central portion of the barrel
has a load to 3 mm deflection of at least about 15 Newtons.
Other aspects of the invention include a self-expanding intra-
vaginal urinary incontinence system, and methods of making
the applicator.
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