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ABSTRACT: A negative thermal circular lens is provided for
compensating the thermal lensing effect inherent in output
radiation generated by a solid-state laser rod of the annular
configuration. The compensating thermal lens is of annular
construction with metallic coatings on its inner and outer
cylindrical surfaces. These coatings are heated by RF energy
to develop a thermal gradient in the direction to induce stress
resulting in a negative lensing effect so that the positive
lensing effect in the annular laser output beam is substantially
canceled.

This invention relates generally to a method and means for
compensating thermal lensing in a laser system and more par-
ticularly to the compensation of laser radiation generated by
solid-state-annular-type laser rods.
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