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(57) ABSTRACT

The present disclosure is generally related to an apparatus
having cutter elements for destroying articles such as paper
sheets and a mechanism for separating at least a sheet from a
stack in a tray. The separation mechanism can be activated by
rotation of the cutter elements. In one embodiment, the sepa-
ration mechanism is provided in the form of a helical mecha-
nism, such as a coil, configured for insertion into the stack and
to receive separated sheets from the stack in between its
spaces as it is rotated. The separated sheets can fall via gravity
into the shredder mechanism. Optionally, a paper feed
mechanism can feed separated paper to the cutter elements.
The tray can include an edge to assist in directing separated
paper towards the cutter elements. One or more staple picking
support mechanisms can also be provided to assist in sepa-
rating sheets from a stapled set of pages.
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