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[57] ABSTRACT

An apparatus and method for folding or curling a flexi-
ble lens and for inserting the lens into an eye. The appa-
ratus includes a loading and folding head having a slid-
able tubular member for curling the lens by constricting
a loading chamber within the head, a cannula for enter-
ing the eye, and a body housing a plunger for advancing
the curled lens out of the loading and folding head and
through the cannula. The tubular lens-curling member
is configured to enable the lens to curl gently in cooper-
ation with a retaining lip on a wall of the loading cham-
ber, in one smooth, simple and continuous motion.
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