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[57] ABSTRACT

A method for locating on the cornea an optical lens
having a preselected geometric shape and power
wherein the optical lens is formed of a collagen-hydro-
gel for promoting epithelial cell growth is shown. The
method comprises the steps of: removing from Bow-
man’s membrane over the area of the pupillary zone of
the eye a portion of the corneal epithelium; forming on
Bowman’s membrane a “V” shaped annular groove
having a diameter substantially equal to the maximum
geometrical dimensions of the optical lens and a prese-
lected depth; dissecting the peripheral edge of the
groove forming a wing of corneal tissue having a prese-
lected length; placing the posterior surface of the opti-
cal lens on the anterior surface of Bowman’s membrane
and positioning the outer edge of the optical lens under
the corneal wing, and affixing the optical lens to Bow-
man’s membrane over the pupillary zone of the eye to
maintain the same on the cornea with the corneal wing
overlying the edge of the optical lens. With the edge of
the lens in contact with corneal epithelim, the collagen-
hydrogel for promoting epithelial cell growth interacts
with epithelial cells during a healing period to promote
growth thereof over, and attach to, the anterior surface
of the optical lens implanting the same under corneal
epithelium.
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