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[57] ABSTRACT

An eye shade is provided for vehicle drivers which
separately but simultaneously shields the two eyes of

the driver against the blinding glare of direct sunlight
in the daytime or of approaching vehicle headlights at
night, while leaving the space between and outside the
shielded zones clear. The eye shade desirably consists
primarily of a laterally extending series of contiguous
substantially vertically disposed, electrically darkena-
ble cells or zones such as liquid crystals, each of which
cells or.zones has the characteristic that it is transpar-
ent when no voltage is applied to it, but that it be-
comes progressively opaque with increase of applied
voltage. The applied voltage is controlled by a later-
ally extending array of contiguous photosensitive sen-
sor cells, each characterized by the fact that its electri-
cal resistance increases as intensity of light exposure
diminishes. The sensor cells- are individually cross-
associated electrically with several electrically darken-
able, liquid crystal cells or zones of the eye shield. In
one embodiment, pairs of electrically darkenable cells
or zones are rendered opaque by the shielding of their
associated sensors against exposure to sunlight or to
approaching headlights. Alternatively, spaced pairs of
electrically darkenable cells or zones may be rendered
temporarily opaque by the exposure of their asso-
ciated sensor cells to light. In the first instance the as-
sociated sensor cell and light darkenable eye-shading
zone are connected electrically in parallel; in the other
instance, which is preferred, they are connected in
series.
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