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(57) ABSTRACT

A fixing device includes a first rotator, a second rotator
pressed against the first rotator, and a heater to heat the first
rotator. The heater includes an elongated substrate extending
in an axial direction of the first rotator, a heat generator
disposed on a surface of the substrate facing the first rotator,
at a position downstream in a rotational direction of the first
rotator, a plurality of first conduction paths connected to the
heat generator and grounded downstream of the heat genera-
tor in the rotational direction of the first rotator, and a second
conduction path on which the plurality of first conduction
paths are grounded. The heat generator has a heat-generating
area divided into a plurality of sub-heat-generating areas in
the axial direction of the first rotator. The plurality of sub-
heat-generating areas are grounded on the second conduction
path via the plurality of first conduction paths.

10 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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