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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for monitoring a door contact switch of a driver’s
door of a motor vehicle locked in an idle state includes detect-
ing an unlocking of the driver’s door of the motor vehicle, and
detecting whether a change in a door contact signal of the
door contact switch takes place after the unlocking of the
driver’s door. If a change in the door contact signal has been
detected, a plausibility counter is initialized, otherwise the
method includes detecting whether a drive unit of the motor
vehicle is activated. A “door contact implausible™ state is
established and the plausibility counter (P) is incremented if
the activation of the drive unit has been detected in step d).

13 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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