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(57) ABSTRACT

A cradle, assembly, system and method for installing a pros-
thesis at a surgical site. The cradle temporarily engages the
prosthesis and holds it in the correct orientation and position
adjacent the surgical site. An aperture is defined in the cradle
and a portion of the prosthesis is received therein. In one
embodiment, the cradle, assembly and system are used to
install a final dental prosthesis in a patient’s mouth in a single
visit to the dentist’s office. A securement member pins the
surgical template and subsequently the cradle to the jaw. A
metal sub-structure on the final dental prosthesis is received
in the aperture in the cradle. Cylinders attached to implants
anchored in the jaw extend through holes in the sub-structure
and are bonded to the prosthesis. The cradle is detached from
the jaw and from the prosthesis prior to screws being re-
inserted through the cylinders and into the implants.
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