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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for producing from host cells a heterologous
polypeptide or protein comprising at least one cysteine resi-
due in a reduced state. The method cultured the hostcells ina
culture medium comprising a reducing agent; and recovered
the heterologous polypeptide or protein comprising at least
one cysteine residue in a reduced state from the host cells or
from the culture medium, where the host cells comprise a
nucleic acid encoding the heterologous protein or polypep-
tide, and where the reducing agent is capable of permeating
the plasma membrane of the host cells.
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