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[57] ABSTRACT

A high molecular weight drug is transdermally administered
by applying a polymer skin enhancer and a drug active to the
skin of the patient. The drug active has a molecular weight
of above 50 daltons and takes at least 15% by weight of the
system. The drug may be encapsulated or the drug solution
may be partly encapsulated and partly free. The skin
enhancer is polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP) and it is mixed at
between 7 and 35% of the drug. A gelling agent may be
optionally added at up to 20% by volume. The chemical
system is preferably administered via a multidose transder-
mal drug patch assembly which includes a drug-impervious
support impressed to form a series of compartments. Each
compartment is a reservoir for a unit dose of a drug active
to be transdermally administered. The support is adhesively
secured to the skin of a patient. Individual devices are
provided for resealably enclosing the drug active in each of
the reservoirs. The individual enclosing devices are remov-
able to release the unit dose into contact with the skin of the
patient and are actuable to control the transdermal absorp-
tion of the drug actives. The drug may also be administered
in a creme.
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