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(57) ABSTRACT

Apparatus for advancing a vascular implant into a blood
vessel. The apparatus comprises a first elongate member, the
first elongate member having sufficient column strength to
function as a pusher member; and a second elongate mem-
ber, the second elongate member being thinner than the first
elongate member and extending to a distal end located at a
first point which is at or near a distal end of the first elongate
member. The elongate members form an implant retaining
portion while the distal end of the second elongate member
is located at the first point. The implant retaining portion is
located proximal of the first point. The implant retaining
portion comprises a space located between the elongate
members and configured for receiving an implant portion,
with the first elongate member on one side of the space and
the second elongate member on another side. The implant
retaining portion further comprises a proximal side and a
distal side which further circumscribe the space. The proxi-
mal and distal sides are effective to prevent an implant
received in the retaining portion from moving out of engage-
ment with the retaining portion as the first elongate member
is moved distally and proximally. The implant retaining
portion is removable by withdrawing the second elongate
member in a proximal direction with respect to the first
elongate member, thereby moving the distal end of the
elongate member proximally beyond the former location of
the implant retaining portion. Associated methods, and other
apparatus and methods, are also disclosed.
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