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[57] ABSTRACT

Diseased portions of tissue lumens can be advanta-
geously treated by the focal introduction of at least one
therapeutic agent to the Jumen at the diseased point.
This can be accomplished by

(a) introducing a catheter into the tissue lumen, said
catheter comprising first and second expansile
members and means for supplying therapeutic
agent into a space between said first and second
expansile members, and said catheter being posi-
tioned such that said first and second expansile
members are disposed on opposite sides of the dis-
eased region;

(b) expanding the expansile members to occlude the
diseased region of the tissue lumen;

(c) introducing therapeutic agent to the occluded
diseased region via said means for supplying thera-
peutic agent;

(d) allowing the catheter to remain in place for a
therapeutically effective period of time;

(e) contracting the expansile members; and

(f) removing the catheter. A particularly preferred
application of the method of the invention is
“bloodless angioplasty,” in which the occluded
diseased region is washed to remove blood prior to
the introduction of the therapeutic agent. Then, the
diseased region is treated with a therapeutic agent
to suppress cell proliferation in the diseased region.
The plaque is then disrupted. Finally, the occluded
region may be treated with a medicament to pro-
mote vessel healing and sealed with a polymeric
coating. :
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