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[57] ABSTRACT

An endovascular stent formed of stainless steel wire of
0.018 inches diameter and arranged in a closed zig-zag
pattern. The stent is compressed into a reduced size
shape of an outer diameter which is many times smaller
than its expanded shape. The stent is positioned in a
passageway in the vascular system by means of a sheath
while the stent is retained in the compressed reduced
size shape. A flat-ended catheter is used through the
sheath to hold the stent in place in the passageway
while the sheath is withdrawn from the passageway
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