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(571 ABSTRACT

A process and apparatus for agglomeration of pow-
ders, especially soluble coffee, mvolvmg the use of
upper and lower jets of steam which impinge against
at least one falling curtain of powder at a substantial
angle so as to disrupt said curtain into agglomerates
which are then wetted and redirected into a drying
zone. The purpose of the upper jets of steam is to
form agglomerates of varying size, density, and
moisture content whereas the purpose of the lower
jets of steam is to further wet the agglomerates and
render them more uniform in density, size and
moisture content while insuring that all of said ag-
glomerates are projected into the drying zone.
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