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[571 ABSTRACT
A stent, stent-graft or endolumimal graft introducer

includes a hollow tube having a proximal end and a
distal end and a cup-like end cap for covering the distal
end. The cap is coupled to a control member which
extends through the hollow tube. The proximal ends of
the tube and the control member are coupled to an
actuation device for effecting relative movement of the
the tube and control member to move the cap relative to
the distal end of the tube. The distal end of a stent or
stent-graft is inserted into the cup-like cap and the actu-
ation device is manipulated to move the cap and the
distal end of the tube together, thereby gripping the
distal end of the stent. The introducer is inserted into a
sheath and pulls the distal end of the stent into the
sheath, thereby stretching it to its reduced diameter.
The sheath containing the stent and the introducer is
maneuvered to the site for deployment of the stent. The
introducer is held in a stationary position and the sheath
is withdrawn so that the a portion of the stent is released
from the sheath. The introducer, stent, and sheath can
then be moved as one so that the stent is precisely lo-
cated before it is deployed. When the stent is in the
precise location, the sheath is completely withdrawn
from the stent. The actuation device is then manipulated
to release the distal end of the stent from the introducer.
The introducer is removed through the lumen of the
stent.
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