United States Patent

US006603464B1

(12) 10y Patent No.: US 6,603,464 B1
Rabin 5) Date of Patent: Aug. 5, 2003
(549) APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR RECORD 5215397 A * 6/1993 Taguchi et al. ............. 382/188
KEEPING AND INFORMATION 5,308,936 A 5/1994 Biggs et al. ..cooceveenenne. 178/18
DISTRIBUTION 5,546,565 A 8/1996 Suzuki ............. .... 395/500
5,563,381 A 10/1996 Crooks et al. ................ 178/18
R ; 5581783 A 12/1996 Ohashi .....co......... ... 395/825
(76)  Inventor: y‘fhaﬁ.g 1 2?1(%59)32 4828““ Run, 5850214 A 12/1998 McNally et al. ........... 345/173
ates MILLS, 5939702 A 81999 Knighton et al. ...... 235/472.03
(*) Notice:  Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 2:22;:2841‘ 2 gﬁggg glﬁzgzszr ctal .. - ;ggﬁgg
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 5969711 A 10/1999 Menzel e 345/179
U.S.C. 154(b) by 184 days. 6,151,611 A * 11/2000 Siegel oo T07/541
6,265,706 B1 * 7/2001 Oliver et al. ............... 358/473
(21) Appl. No.: 09/798,222 * cited by examiner
(22) Filed: Mar. 2, 2001 Primary Examiner—Richard Hjerpe
A Assistant Examiner—Jean Lesperance
. Related. US Application Data (74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Patrick J. Daugherty;
(60) 2P(r)(6‘61510na1 application No. 60/186,866, filed on Mar. 3, Driggs, Lucas, Brubaker & Hogg Co., LPA
(51) Tt €17 oo GooG 500 7 ABSTRACT
(52) US.ClL .o, 345/179, 345/175, 345/177, A method of Capturing data having the Steps of Writing on a
178/18.01; 178/18.02; 178/18.03; 178/18.04; form with a pen to leave an image on the form, scanning the
178/18.05; 178/18.06; 178/18.07; 382/312; written image as the written image is being written, and
382/313; 382/314; 358/473 storing the scanned written image in a specific data field. A
(58) Field of Search ...........c.cccoceuvveiine. 345/175, 177, method of capturing an input, including written information,
345/179; 178/18.01, 18.02, 18.03, 18.04, sounds and images includes the steps of specifying a data
18.05, 18.06, 18.07; 382/119, 181, 186, field by touching a pen tip to a data-field-specific area on a
187, 188, 312, 313, 314; 358/473, 474, form; supplying the input; electronically capturing the input
478 and associating the input with the specified data field. An
. information capturing system, includes a pen, the pen
(56) References Cited including a writing tip and a position transducer to deter-
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS mine the position of the writing tip relative to a form.
5,051,736 A * 9/1991 Bennett et al. ............. 345/180 17 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
312 / ;0 [OVAR e
A | 7 [/
C D
367
e 10
36/&’
36/@ F
g 34
Y /




