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(7) ABSTRACT

A flash chamber having a self-closing valve for use with a
catheter is described. The flash chamber, which is connected
to the catheter, precludes blood leakage as a needle is
removed from the catheter and an IV unit is coupled to the
catheter. The flash chamber permits the practitioner to
visually verify that a blood vessel has been punctured and
includes a self-sealing valve that prevents blood from flow-
ing out of the flash chamber as the needle is removed and the
IV unit is attached.
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