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(57} ABSTRACT

An improved latex composition is provided that has been
found to cxhibit a superior ability to form a substantially
uniform polymeric film when applicd o a substratc. The
composition is capable of being handled and applied to a
substrate in the absence of excessive foaming. The aqucous
composition includes as essential components specificd con-
centrations of a specifically-defined normally liquid pre-
dominantly hydrophobic nonionic cthylenc oxide/propylenc
oxide block copotymer surfactant, and a solely hydrophobic
defoaming agent (c.g., a hydrocarbon-bascd mineral oil). It
is possible for the composition to be applied even to a
hydrophobic substrate (e.g., a polycster film substratce).
Compositions of the present invention, following applica-
tion to a substratc and the volatilization of thc water com-
ponent, form a substantially uniform polymeric film that can
scrve as a coating or adhesive.
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