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(57) ABSTRACT

Methods and apparatuses for detecting full waste canister
and/or fluid flow path blockage conditions are disclosed. Also
disclosed are methods and apparatuses for controlling a
pump. In some embodiments, flow of fluid can be restricted in
aportion of the fluid flow path. A controller can be configured
to compare a difference in pressure values upstream and
downstream of a fluid flow restrictor to a pressure difference
threshold, and determine based on the comparison whether to
activate an alarm indicating the full waste canister condition
or the fluid flow path blockage condition. The controller can
be additionally or alternatively configured to determine a
fluid flow using a flow meter, open a selectable valve in
response to a comparison of the fluid flow with a fluid flow
threshold, determine fluid flow after opening the valve, and
determine based on the fluid flow after opening the valve
whether to activate the alarm.
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