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[57] ABSTRACT

A method and system for providing safe patient monitoring
in an electronic medical device while serving as a general-
purpose windowed display is provided. In a preferred
embodiment, an electronic medical device is capable of
providing services to executing programs in response to
requests for services from executing programs. These
requests for services each specify a service to be provided.
The electronic medical device ensures the integrity of an
executing patient monitoring program while simultaneously
providing services to a non-patient monitoring program that
is executing. The electronic medical device provides the
service specified by each request for services from the
executing patient monitoring program and declines to pro-
vide services as they are specified by requests for services
from the executing nonpatient monitoring program if pro-
vision of the service as specified would interfere with the
executing patient monitoring program. In one embodiment,
the electronic medical device omits to provide any service in
response to a request for services from the executing non-
patient monitoring program that specifies a service that
would interfere with the executing patient monitoring pro-
gram. In one embodiment, the electronic medical device
provides a service specified by the executing non-patient
monitoring program in a manner different from that speci-
fied in the request for services, where the service provided
in the different manner does not interfere with the executing
patient monitoring program.

27 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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