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[57] ABSTRACT

Acetal-coupled non-ionic surfactants are easily de-
graded into relatively environmentally inoccuous frag-
ments having little or no surface activity. The fragments
are sufficiently low in molecular weight to be oxidized
when exposed to water and atmospheric oxygen. Sur-
face activity can also be destroyed by lowering the
alkalinity of the medium in which the non-ionic surfac-
tant is utilized to below pH 7.
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