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571 ABSTRACT

Useful surgical elements consist of a sterile synthetic
copolymer containing, by mol percent, about 15 to 85
percent glycolic acid and 85 to 15 percent lactic acid,
which has enhanced tisstie absorption’ as compared
with polylactic acid and enhanced solubility in ofganic
solvents as compared with polyglycolic acid and hence
can be cast into sheets during preparation and implan-—
tation. Such surgical element may be used alone or in
combination with polyglycolic acid or a coating for
polyglycolic acid. Other comonomers may be in-
troduced into the system.
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