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THIRD-PARTY DETECTION AROUND
PIPELINES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the detection of
heavy vehicles around pipelines.

There is the danger of an earth moving vehicle dig-
ging into earth surrounding the pipeline and causing a
major rupture of the pipeline. Normal prevention pro-
cedures call for the vehicle operator to contact pipeline
companies to point out locations of their pipelines.
However, due to various reasons, this prevention proce-
dure may not be followed. It is important then to detect
third parties on an automatic basis. It is, of course, criti-
cally important that pipelines not fail in service since the
economic consequences and pollution are serious.

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to
overcoming these and other problems experienced by
the prior art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a method and appara-
tus for detecting heavy vehicles, especially construction
vehicles, in the vicinity of a pipeline.

Thus, according to the present invention, there is
provided a method and apparatus for determining the
presence of a heavy construction vehicle in the vicinity
of a pipeline, comprising disposing a geophone at least
near the pipeline; detecting background vibration fre-
quencies in the vicinity of the pipeline with the geo-
phone; predetermining the vibration frequencies associ-
ated with the heavy vehicles; discriminating between
vibration frequencies associated with the heavy vehi-
cles and background vibration frequencies. The inven-
tion further includes spacing geophones along a pipeline
and determining which geophone is closest to the heavy
vehicle by intensity of the vibrations. In addition, the
invention includes calculating the relative location of
the heavy vehicle between two geophones based on the
intensity of vibrations detected by the geophones.

Other purposes, distinctions over the art, advantages
and features of the invention will be apparent to one
skilled in the art upon review of the following.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The actual construction, operation, and the apparent
advantages of the present invention will be better un-
derstood by referring to the drawings in which like
numerals identify like parts and in which:

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of the invention which
illustrates schematically suitable equipment for detect-
ing third party vehicles in the vicinity of a pipeline.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

A sensor in the form of a geophone 3 is provided
which is suitably placed in the soil § in the vicinity of
the buried pipeline 2. The geophone 3 is electrically
connected by means of an extension cable to an am-
plifier/filter unit 4 as hereinafter described.

Geophone 3 produces an electrical output propor-
tional to the vibration produced by movement of the
heavy construction vehicle 1 on the earth. This signal is
amplified by a preamplifier 6. The amplifier gain can be
selected within a range. The amplified signal can be fed
directly to a frequency filter unit 7 where unwanted
frequency components in the signal (i.e., background
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vibration frequencies) are attenuated to enhance the
peak value of the heavy vehicle vibration frequencies.
This is done by detecting background noise in the vicin-
ity of the pipeline prior to the occurrence wherein a
heavy vehicle approaches the pipeline.

From filter 7, the filtered signal is fed to an analog-to-
digital (A/D) convertor and scanner unit 8. The A/D
part converts the analog signal from the geophone to a

digital form that could be easily handled by a computer
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or a microprocessor-base procesing unit 9. The scanner
part of unit 8 is needed if more than one geophone signal
is to be processed. The scanner would switch the signal
from one geophone to the next for processing by the
A/D convertor.

The signals from other geophones 3z and 3b with
associated amplifier/filter units 4a and 46 having pream-
plifiers 6a and 64 and filter units 7a and 7b can also be
digitized and conditioned for interfacing with the above
computer devices. Such other geophones can be em-
ployed in various spacings as desired so that the loca-

" tion of vehicular traffic 1 can be detected in accordance
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with which geophone is most intensely affected. Thus,
it is feasible to calculate the relative location of the
heavy construction vehicle between the two geophones
based on the intensity of vibrations detected by each of
the geophones. Since the distance between the geo-
phones is known, the relative distances between the
construction vehicle and the geophones can be ratioed
in accordance with the intensity of the signals received
by each of the two geophones.

The computer unit 9 would then determine whether a
vehicle is within a user defineable distance of the pipe-
line. Additional geophones, placed along the pipeline,
would be used to triangulate the vehicle’s position. If a
vehicle was detected, then an alarm or message would
be transmitted by microwave unit 10, 10a to the field
office 11. The transmission could also be accomplished
by telephone or direct wire. The mode of transmission
would depend on location of the field office with re-
spect to the detection system. During non-detection
times, the computer could possibly transmit a status
message to inform the operator that the system was
working. .

Present frequencies can be selected in the filter unit 7
to allow the system to be tuned to various differing peak
frequencies which vary with other background noise in
the vicinity of the pipeline, e.g., minor vehicular traffic,
etc.

Filter 7 allows one of a number of preset center fre-
quencies (constant percentage band width) to be se-
lected between 1 Hz and 200 Hz allowing selection of a
center frequency which will optimize the detection of
heavy vehicular traffic.

The peak signal received by the geophone is mainly
dependent upon the natural frequency of oscillation of
the earth to which the geophone is connected. The
geophone is excited by a broad band of background
noise, both ground borne and airborne, as well as the
vibration of heavy vehicular traffic. Since the basic
signal from the geophone is amplified, the filter unit
provides a means for minimizing the intrusion of un-
wanted background noise.

Accordingly, the present invention provides a conve-
nient method for preventing heavy construction vehic-
ular traffic from damaging a pipeline. If this detector is
utilized as part of a routine inspection procedure, poten-
tial damage can be detectd and located before it be-



