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[57] ABSTRACT

There is provided a flexible rubber or article having a
coating of a hydrophilic hydrogel polymer. The coating
is applied to at least one surface of the article prior to
heat vulcanization of the article and prior to curing of
the polymer to impart lubricant and moisture transmis-
sion properties after vulcanization and curing thereof.
A solution of a trivalent cationic salt may be applied to
the article prior to or simultaneously with the applica-
tion of the polymer so as to provide for improved adhe-
sion of the polymer to the article after curing. A pow-
derless solution of an emulsion or a surfactant is applied
to the article after curing to reduce the surface tack of
both the surface of the article which has been coated by
the polymer and the surface opposite such polymer-
coated surface.

21 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures



