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[57} ABSTRACT

In a satellite cellular communication system, subscriber unit
traffic within any cell is managed by changing the signal
level of the broadcast channel of the cells. Subscriber units
located within the cells monitor the signal levels of the
broadcast channels and initiate handoff requests when the
signal level of the cell in which the subscriber unit is located
falls below the signal level. As demand for communication
services within a cell approaches the maximum capacity of
the cell, the communication system reduces the signal level
of the broadcast channel within the cell encouraging sub-
scriber units within that cell to seek service from other cells.
Thus the apparent cell size is reduced as to the subscriber
units within the cell.
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