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(57) ABSTRACT

A user-configurable steering column is made from steering
column-mounted switches, each of which is coupled to a
computer, which is also coupled to various different driver
circuits, each of which is configured to control the operation
of a corresponding vehicle accessory device, such as head
lamps, a wiper motor or the vehicle’s cruise control. A tactile-
sensitive display device located in either a head unit, smart-
phone inside the vehicle, or in a dedicated, dash board-
mounted device, provides a menu of assignable switches and
user-controllable devices, or it displays icons representing the
switches and accessories. A driver assigns a switch to a par-
ticular accessory by selecting icons. The computer thereafter
reads the switches’ states and sends corresponding control
signals to the drivers for the various devices that were mapped
to the switches. Multiple different programmed configura-
tions can be stored in a memory device and selected by a user
using the tactile-sensitive display device.
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