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[57] ABSTRACT

An electrical connector system includes a first connec-
tor assembly having an insulative housing defining at

least one cavity with a thin male terminal extending
thereinto. A second connector assembly includes an
insulative housing defining at least one cavity with a
spring contact terminal located therein. The thin male
terminal is engageable with the spring contact terminal
upon mating of the connector assemblies. The first con-
nector assembly includes a supporting wall for support-
ing one side of the thin male terminal, and the wall
extends only partially along the length of the male ter-
minal to leave an unsupported distal end of the terminal.
The second connector assembly includes a preloading
wall against which the spring contact terminal is biased
for preloading the spring contact terminal. The distal
end of the thin male terminal is insertable between the
spring contact terminal and the preloading wall, with
the preloading wall supporting the distal end of the
male terminal on the one side thereof, upon mating of
the connector assemblies. Therefore, the supporting
wall of the first connector assembly and the preloading
wall of the second connector assembly combine to pro-
vide support along a substantial length of the male ter-
minal. Preferably, the preloading wall is configured to
engage and provide support for the unsupported distal
end of the thin male terminal before the male terminal
engages the preloaded spring contact terminal.

8 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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