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(57) ABSTRACT

A nose cone assembly is provided comprising a nose cone
104, a support ring 106 on which the nose cone 104 is
mounted, and an insulating layer 110 disposed between the
nose cone 104 and the support ring 106, the insulating layer
110 at least partially comprising glass fibers.

A composite nose cone is also provided comprising an attach-
ment region A, in which composite fibers are oriented sub-
stantially perpendicular to an axis of rotation of the nose cone
104, and an impact region I, in which composite fibers are
oriented substantially parallel to the axis of rotation of the
nose cone 104.

Also provided is a support ring 106 for a nose cone assembly,
the support ring 106 comprising an annular main body 140
and an annular projecting attachment flange 142, the attach-
ment flange 142 terminating in a plurality of circumferen-
tially spaced attachment tabs 144, wherein the attachment
flange 142 forms with the main body 140 a cross section
having at least two C curves 160, 162.

16 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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