6,119,630
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9. The installation as claimed in claim 7 wherein said
anchor means comprises an upper and lower rotary retainers
mounted on said rectangular frame for adjustably retaining
a sock of mollusks in front of said camera.

10. The installation as claimed in claim 9, further com-
prising a first light for illuminating an aquatic specimens
during an operation of said camera.

11. The installation as claimed in claim 5, wherein said
monitoring apparatus also comprises a rudder affixed
thereto.

12. The installation as claimed in claim 5, further com-
prising:

a first light mounted to said framework and oriented to
emit light toward said means for supporting an aquatic
organism specimen in front of said camera, for lighting
an aquatic organism specimen during an operation of
said camera; and

a second light mounted to said support structure and
oriented to emit light in a direction perpendicular to a
line of sight of said camera during an operation of said
camera, for creating reflections on suspended particles
near said means for supporting an aquatic organism
specimen in front of said camera, and causing said
particles to become visible to said camera,

such that a floc dynamic of a submarine region is observ-
able by said camera together with a behaviour of an
aquatic organism specimen exposed to conditions of
said submarine region.

13. The installation as claimed in claim 12, wherein said
second light has means for emitting a collimated light beam
having a nominal height and nominal thickness relative to a
sight of said camera.

14. The installation as claimed in claim 13 wherein said
rectangular frame further comprises a pair of spaced apart
parallel wires attached thereto and being oriented perpen-
dicularly to said beam of light and defining a nominal
longitudinal segment of said beam of light relative to said
sight of said camera.

15. The installation as claimed in claim 14, wherein said
first and second lights have means for emitting red light.

16. The installation as claimed in claim 5, wherein said
camera also has means for generating digital images, and
said buoy comprises transmitter means mounted therein and
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being connected to said means for generating digital images, 45

for transmitting digital images of a behaviour of an aquatic
organism specimen observed by said camera, to a remote
location.
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17. The installation as claimed in claim 16, wherein said
framework comprises means for detachably supporting said
support structure thereto.

18. The installation as claimed in claim 17, wherein said
buoy further comprises a solar panel, a battery charger
connected to said solar panel, and a battery connected to said
battery charger, to said camera and to said transmitter
means.

19. A method for defining an activity index representative
of a behaviour of mollusks in a body of water; comprising
the steps of:

observing, using a camera, a plurality of mollusk speci-

mens in a body of water;

observing a shell gape, mantle extension and mantle

position of said plurality of mollusk specimens, from
an image generated by said camera;
assigning a shell gape first number to an observed shell
gape in a closed position; a shell gape second number,
larger than said shell gape first number, to an observed
shell gape in a slit position; a shell gape third number,
larger than said shell gape second number, to an
observed shell gape in a half open position, a shell gape
fourth number larger than said shell gape third number,
to an observed shell gape in an open position;

assigning a mantle state first number to an observed
mantle in a retracted state; a mantle state second
number, larger than said mantle state first number, to an
observed mantle in a half retracted state, a mantle state
third number, larger than said mantle state second
number, to an observed mantle in a full state, and a
mantle state fourth number, larger than said mantle
state third number, to an observed mantle in an
extended state;

assigning a mantle position first number to an observed

meshed mantle position, and a mantle position second
number, larger than said mantle position first number,
to an observed open mantle position; and

adding said shell gape first, second, third and fourth

numbers; said mantle state first, second, third, fourth
numbers; said mantle position first and second numbers
to one another for said observed image.

20. The method as claimed in claim 19 wherein said
plurality of mollusk specimens comprises between about 10
to about 25 specimens.
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