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(57) ABSTRACT

An imaging apparatus and method are provided. The probe
for an imaging apparatus includes a manually manipulable
proximal portion; a straight distal portion with a distal tip for
locating at a site to define an observational field; and a
curved portion between the proximal portion and the distal
portion. The imaging method includes the steps of locating
a distal tip of an imaging probe at a site to define an
observational field; irradiating the observational field from
the distal tip; and collecting a return signal at the distal tip;
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