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" ABSTRACT

Rheumatoid arthritis is treated with substituted cysteine
compounds having a lower -toxicity-to-effectiveness
ratio-than penicillamine. Such compounds are specific
alpha-substituted cysteines, beta-monosubstituted cyste-
ines, beta-di-substituted cysteines other than penicilla-
mine, N-acetyl penicillamine and the N-acetyl deriva-
tives of the alpha and beta-substituted compounds men-.
tioned above. - '

Any of the compounds may be used'synergiétically in
combination with suitable copper compounds or with
suitable gold.compounds in the treatment of arthritis.

The same compounds are effective in the treatment of
cystinuria and heavy metal poisoning. The same com-
pounds are well as penicillamine are effective in combi-
nation. with copper in the treatment of heavy metal
poisoning.
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