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[57] ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus for electrically heating an ac-
upuncture needle that has been inserted into a subject
is disclosed. An applicator unit contains an electrical
heating element thermally coupled to an acupuncture
needle and directly to the skin adjacent to the acu-
puncture needle. Regulation and control of the heat

[56] References Cited supplied by the applicator unit is achieved through the
UNITED STATES PATENTS control of electrical power supplied to the heating ele-
1,948,075 2/1934  Miyaoka .ooveeececerceree 128/401 ment. Either temperature or power control can be se-
2,477,887  2/1949 McMillan.....cccoenneeennnn. 219/240 lected, and temperature indication is provided. In use,
3,308.823 3/1967 Peterson ....ooveevvvveeeieereennnn. 219/237 after the acupuncture needle has been inserted
3,483,869  12/1969 Hayhu.rst'...:.......'.... ... 128/303.1 through the subject’s skin, the applicator unit is at-
gggiégz lf;:g;; gﬁ'i‘;::‘z';he":‘;let Al 1215/83/331 ](é tached to the acupuncture needle and regulated elec-
3875944 4/1975  Toyama.............. 126/303.1 trical power is applied to produce controlled heat.
FOREIGN PATENTS OR APPLICATIONS 21 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
37-4190  3/1962  Japan............oooreeon... 128/303.1
TEMPERATURE —9
INDICATOR |— '
© 9 (2=
POWER POWER el 4
SOURCE CONTROLLER| 20 o 13
2
S 7 17— " 25 J
22 2|




