O IO A
I I
' US005655519A

United States Patent [ r11] Patent Number: 5,655,519
Alfery [45] Date of Patent: Aug. 12, 1997
[541 PATIENT AIRWAY BITE BLOCK Primary Examiner—V. Millin

Assistant Examiner—V. Srivastava
[76] Inventor: David D. Alfery, 5543 S. Stanford Dr., Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Sughrue, Mion, Zinn, Macpeak

Nashville, Tenn. 37215 & Seas
[21] Appl. No.: 557,235 [57] ABSTRACT
o A patient airway bite block which can be used together with
(221 Filed: Nov. 14, 1995 laryngeal mask airways (LMAs), oral endotracheal tubes,
[511 Wt CLS .ninns A61M 16/01; A61C 8/00 and similar patient airways. The bite block includes a bite

[52] US.CL ... 128/200.26; 128/200.24;  block portion which is wedge-shaped and defines a posterior

128/201.26; 128/206.29; 128/207.14 portion and an anterior portion and has upper and lower
[58] Field of Search ... 128/200.14, 200.24, ~ Dhon-incisor tecth engagement surfaces. The wedge-shaped

128/201.26, 861, 206.29, 200.26, 207.14; bite block portion is angled such that the non-incisor teeth
433/91, 93, 94, 140 engagement surfaces gradually become farther apart in a

direction from the posterior portion toward the anterior

[56] References Cited portion, thereby to hold a patient’s incisors apart when the
bite block is positioned in the patient’s mouth at one side
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS thereof. At least one pair of spaced apart flanges is provided.

The filanges extend from the bite block portion and are
dimensioned to be positioned between the patient’s non-
incisor teeth and cheek and on the tongue side of the

1498219 6/1924
1,500,107 7/1924
2,172,998  9/1939

2,694,397 11/1954 Herms 128/861 patient’s non-incisor teeth, respectively. The flanges serve to

2,708,931  5/1955 Freedland ........coisvisniennecces 128/861 retain the bite block in place in the patient’s mouth. A

3,407,809 10/1968 Ross 128/861  handle, for positioning the bite block within the patient’s

:’ig;g i‘lt ?; ig;g ich“be“ etal """"""""""" 128/;(3)3/ 32 mouth and for removing the bite block therefrom, is fixedly
5 y aomanen . eee . .. . . .

4975057 121990 DYFVrmark v 433/91 attached to the bite block portion and operative to extend

5009505 4/1991 Osbom 433/140 outside of the patient’s mouth when the bite block is
5,018,967  5/1991 SCAWAIBACh eovrrvceorersoseneere 433/94  Dositioned in the patient’s mouth.

5,117,816  6/1992 Shapiro et al. ... . 128120024
5,174,284 12/1992 JackSOD ...seuuussmsessssuneenes 128/200.26 33 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets




