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[57] ABSTRACT

To separate each of a plurality of samples of a fluid
from a body of the fluid and deposit each sample into
a different one of a plurality of bottles, the down-
wardly extending outlet of a funnel, being offset from

* a vertical axis of rotation of the funnel, orbits step-by-

step in a circle around the vertical axis above a distrib-
uting plate as the funnel rotates to guide fluid into
each of a plurality of separated inlets in the distribut-
ing plate as the fluid is pumped from the body of the
fluid through intake and funnel hoses and into the
large, circular upwardly extending inlet of the funnel,
with the outlet of the funnel hose being positioned at
a fixed location lying along an imaginary circle the
downward projection of which lies within the inlet of
the funnel. To guide the samples from the funnel out-
let into separate bottles, the distributing plate includes
a circle of inlets beneath the orbit of the funnel outlet
to receive the samples and two concentric circles of
outlets, with each outlet: (1) communicating with a
different inlet through a passageway, which passage-
way extends in a different direction from the inlet than
the two adjacent passageways, so that the the inlets
are all in one central circle between the two circles of
outlets; and (2) being positioned over the open end of
a different bottle, with the bottles forming two circles
of circumferentially spaced bottles.
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