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[57] ABSTRACT

Disclosed is an ink composition which comprises an
aqeuous liquid vehicle and particles of an average diam-
eter of 100 nanometers or less which comprise micelles
of block copolymers of the formula ABA, wherein A
represents a hydrophilic segment and B represents a
hydrophobic segment, and wherein dye molecules are
covalently attached to the micelles, said dye molecules
being detectable when exposed to radiation outside the
visible wavelength range. Optionally, silica is precipi-
tated within the micelles. In a specific embodiment, the
dye molecules are substantially colorless. In another
specific embodiment, the ink also contains a colorant
detectable in the visible wavelength range.
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