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(57) ABSTRACT

Various embodiments provide a computer-implemented
method for dynamically manipulating a three-dimensional
virtual model representing a patient’s teeth so as to facilitate
visualization of an orthodontic treatment plan being applied
thereto. The method comprises: rendering the three-dimen-
sional virtual model based, at least in part, upon one or more
images of a patient’s teeth, and manipulating the three-
dimensional virtual model via a translational movement in a
two-dimensional computer display area and along a plane
vertically oriented relative to the oppositely-oriented teeth.
The translational movement imposes a translational manipu-
lation upon a first one of the two sets of oppositely oriented
teeth and a rotational manipulation upon a second one of the
two sets of oppositely oriented teeth, the simultaneous
manipulation being configured to open the teeth relative to
one another so as to facilitate visualization of an orthodontic
treatment plan. Associated computer program products and
systems are also provided.
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