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[57] ABSTRACT

Biodegradable non-ionic surface-active agents contain-
ing carbonate groups or residues of carboxylic esters
can be prepared by reacting hydrophilic polyoxyalkyl-
ene glycols derived from the same or different alkylene
oxide glycols with monofunctional alcohols. The com-
positions of the invention contain both hydrophilic and
hydrophobic groups in the molecule making them suit-
able for use as surface-active agents. The residues of the
monofunctional alcohols provide hydrophobic groups
in the molecule of the surface-active agent.
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